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(57) Abstract 

A self-contained, small, lightweight, portable, renewable, modular integrated power source (10). The power source consists of solar 
cells (18, 20) that are laminated onto a solid state polymer battery (12) which in turn is laminated onto a substrate containing circuits 
(26) which manage the polymer battery charging. Charging of the battery can occur via solar energy or. alternatively, via RF coupling 
using external RF charging equipment (30) or a hand held generator. For added support, the integrated power source is then bonded to 
an applications housing or structure. This integrated power source can independently power the electronic application. It can also serve as 
casing or h using by taking the shape of the application enclosure. 



03 

m 




FOR THE PURPOSES OP INFORMATION ONLY 
Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCT. 



AL 


Albania 


ES 


Spain 


LS 


Lesotho 


SI 


Slovenia 


AM 


Armenia 


FI 


Finland 


LT 


Lithuania 


SK 


Slovakia 


AT 


Austria 


FR 


France 


LU 


Luxembourg 


SN 


Senegal 


AU 


Australia 


GA 


Gabon 


LV 


Latvia 


sz 


Swaziland 


AZ 


Azerbaijan 


GB 


United Kingdom 


MC 


Monaco 


TO 


Chad 


BA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


GE 


Georgia 


MD 


Republic of Moldova 


TC 


Togo 


BB 


Barbados 


CH 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


Tajikistan 


BE 


Belgium 


GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


"Turkmenistan 


BF 


Burkina Paso 


GR 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


Turkey 


BG 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


Trinidad and Tobago 


BJ 


Beam 


IB 


Ireland 


MN 


Mongolia 


UA 


Ukraine 


BR 


Brazil 


IL 


Israel 


MR 


Mauritania 


UG 


Uganda 


BY 


Belarus 


IS 


Iceland 


MW 


Malawi 


US 


United States of America 


CA 


Canada 


IT 


Uaty 


MX 


Mexico 


uz 


Uzbekistan 


CF 


Central African Republic 


JP 


Japan 


NE 


Niger 


VN 


Viet Nan 


CO 


Congo 


KB 


Kenya 


NL 


Netherlands 


YU 


Yugoslavia 


CH 


Switzerland 


KG 


Kyrgyzstan 


NO 


Norway 


ZW 


Zimbabwe 


a 


Coce d'lvoire 


KP 


Democratic People's 


NZ 


New Zealand 






CM 


Cameroon 




Republic of Korea 


PL 


Poland 






CN 


China 


KR 


Republic of Korea 


PT 


Portugal 






CU 


Cuba 


KZ 


Kwafttt^r 1 


RO 


Ron^ama 






CZ 


Czech Republic 


LC 


SamlLoria 


RU 


Russian Federation 






DE 


Germany 


U 




SD 


Sudan 






DX 


Denmark 


LK 


Sri Lanka 


SB 


Sweden 






EE 




LR 


Uberia 


SG 


Singapore 







WO 97/39491 



PCT/US96/I0822 



1 

INTEGRATED POWER SOURCE 

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENTAL INTEREST 
The Government has rights in this invention pursuant to 
Contract No* FA8002-96-C-0301 awarded by the Department of the 
Air Force. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to power supplies and, 
particularly, to a small, lightweight, portable, rechargeable 
and modular integrated power source of the solar cell variety. 
Description of the Prior Art 

With the ever expanding use of the conventional battery in 
many types of equipment which rely on batteries for electrical 
power, the advantages of a portable, renewable, self-contained 
power source which is integrated within applications are self- 
evident, especially if during actual delivery of current the 
changing of depleted battery cells is eliminated. A power-on- 
demand capability, where maintenance can be held to a minimum, 
is extremely attractive when supplying power to emergency 
communication equipment. Never having to replace batteries, 
for example, in walkie-talkie radios, modular cellular 
telephones, pagers, radios, data recording devices and other 
hand-held portable equipment, offers money-saving operations 
and consequently a lower cost. With the advent of 
environmentally friendly, form malleable polymer battery, 
technology now exists to design and develop self-contained, 
energy-renewable power sources for all types of portable 
applications. 

One prior art power source battery is disclosed in U.S. 
Patent No. 3,005,862 wherein a solar battery can have its 
elements shaped or curved to desired configurations. In one 
embodiment, the solar panel itself can form a wall of a 
satellite. The preferred material of which the panelling is 
made is aluminum, a 1th ugh oth r mat rials such as stainless 
steel, beryllium, magnesium, or titanium, or even plastic may 
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be reduced to its essential elements. Pat nt No. '862 mer ly 
d monstrates another way for mounting a solar battery. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,180,645 carries the principles of 
Patent No. '862 one step further by recognizing the importance 
of providing an integrated battery into or part of an equipment 
housing. Patent No. '645 is primarily directed, however, to a 
battery formed of first and second current collectors separated 
by a solid state electrolyte. Pig. 2 of Patent »645 shows such 
a battery embedded in a radio housing with the traditional role 
of the housing as a separate element intact. 

SUMMARY OF THE TNVENTION 

In accordance with the invention of a self-contained, 
energy renewable power source, recent advances in technology 
have centered on the following achievements: 

1. Improved performance and stability of polymer anode 
and cathode materials such as polypyrrole through 
improved electrolytic drying procedures and 
processing conditions. 

2. Incorporated solid polymer electrolytes in prototype 
all-polymer batteries and modified solvents used in 
preparation of electrolytes such as polyacrylonitrile 
to achieve improved electrolyte performance. 

3. Expanded class of solids used as polymer anodes and 
cathodes to include promising candidate materials 
including redox-couple substituted thiophenes to 
achieve higher cell potentials and stability. 

The recent developments, moreover, in polymer batteries 
now provide a technology in which a battery can be integrated 
within the mechanical supporting structure for an application 
circuit. No longer will conventional restraints require a 
battery as a separate add-on component thereby dispensing with 
the need for a separate battery compartment and the cables 
historically necessary to connect the power source to the 
electronic components. The invention further considers the 
d velopment of a novel and unique integration f a polymer 
battery coupled with miniaturized int grated electronics. With 
the ability to tak on a shape malleable t a particular 
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application, an envir nmentally friendly polym r battery can 
potentially incorporate solar cells, SRAMS, DRAMS and IC's to 
provide power source and nonvolatile memory data collection and 
storage. In one preferred application, solar cells backed with 
a thin film polymer battery at the component level can supply a 
self-contained, lightweight, and fully integrated power source. 
Beyond the chip level, polymer batteries can be incorporated 
into devices as the mechanical backing and structures for 
multi- layer printed circuit board technology. In its most 
general sense, the nature of polymer battery technology is such 
that a chassis or housing can be molded into a desired shape 
using the battery material itself and still incorporate a power 
source for the intended application. 

Accordingly, an object of the invention is to assemble a 
polymer battery as the structural casing of an electronic unit 
so that interconnecting wires between the battery, a charging 
unit, and a regulating circuit are eliminated. 

Another object of the invention is a power source 
consisting of solar cells, RF charging unit or microwave energy 
charging means which are integrated structurally with a polymer 
battery. 

Yet another object of the invention is the integration of 
a polymer battery as the principal structural element in the 
formation of a solar-powered electronic unit. 

A further object of the invention is an implementation for 
integrated power management electronics, offering voltage 
regulation, under/over voltage control, under/over current 
control and polymer battery charging control utilizing polymer 
and other semiconductor circuitry. 

Still another object of the invention is an integrated 
power source stacked on top of the integrated power management 
circuit layer which incorporate additional applications 
circuitry such as SRAM (static random access memory), DRAM's 
(dynamic random access memory) for data storage purposes. 

Yet another object of the invention is to laminate an 
integrated applications electronics layer onto the integrated 
power source thereby implementing miniaturization beyond the 
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volumetric reduction gained by housing an applications b ard 
within an integrated power source enclosure. 

Another obj ct is a pow r source which combines on a 
layered p or n- doped polymer substrate resistive, capacitive 
components, semiconductors laminate layer on to another layer 
consisting of the solid polymer battery , all integrated onto a 
base material to provide a structural shell for an electronics 
unit* 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will become 
apparent to those skilled in the art in the course of the 
following description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTI ON OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 shows one form of the integrated power source 
embodying the invention. 

Fig. 2 shows the integrated power source of Fig. 1 but 
depicting the individual laminations and their structural 
relationship to each other. 

Fig. 3 (a) -3(d) shows the integrated power source of the 
invention as applied to a conventional cordless telephone 
system. 

Fig. 4 shows an application of the integrated power source 
of the invention to a vehicle such as a passenger automobile. 

Fig. 5 shows an application of the integrated power source 
of the invention to a lap top computer. 

Figs. 6, 7 and 8 show, respectively, applications of the 
integrated power source of the invention to an emergency sun 
shield message communication wireless panel, a residential or 
commercial structure such as a building or the like, and 
highway signs. 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view taken along the lines IX-IX of 
Fig. 8, both signs pictured being represented. 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram of a circuit which carries out 
the operation of the integrated power source of the invention. 

Fig. 11 is a cross section of multiple laminations showing 
an alternate embodim nt f the integrated power source f the 
invention. 



WO 97/39491 



PCT/US96/10822 



5 

The same referenc characters refer to the sam elements 
throughout the several vi ws. 

DETAILED DES CRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to Fig. 1, an integrated power source is 
indicated generally by the reference numeral 10 and includes as 
one of its components an essentially flat, planar and malleable 
polymer battery 12 which offers structural support for a 
plurality of electronic components of eclectic choice. Battery 
12 may be any one of a number of solid state polymer batteries 
which have existed in the art for several years. One type of 
polymer battery believed to be appropriate for use in 
connection with the device illustrated in Fig. 1 is described 

and claimed in U.S. Patent application Serial No. 

entitled "A Completely Polymeric Charge Storage Device and 

Method for Producing Same", filed , and 

assigned to the assignee of the instant application. It will 
thus be understood that battery 12 will comprise in a preferred 
form an ionically conducting gel polymer electrolyte layer 
separating opposing surfaces of electronically conducting 
conjugated polymeric anode and cathode elements supported on a 
lightweight porous substrate. Symbolically in Fig. 1, the 
electrical function of battery 12 is represented by the 
conventional symbol 14. Battery 12 thus will be understood to 
comprise the main power source which will power the stack and 
the applications load. 

Other components selected for incorporation into the 
integrated power source of Fig. l include the following 
elements: a solar energy system 15 which comprises an array of 
conventional solar cells two of which 18 and 20 are shown 
connected by diodes 22 and 24, respectively, to a battery 
charge regulator 26, an optional battery life indicator 28, an 
RF charging circuit 30 connected between coil 31 and diode 33, 
and an internal applications load shown as consisting of a 
resistor 32. The representative solar cells 18 and 20 can be 
in rigid form or f lexibl form dep nding on the application 
r quirement. As will b appreciated, solar energy system 15 
converts solar energy to electrical energy and typically would 
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be expected to deliver el ctrical current to a battery, such as 
th battery 14. 

The actual physical characteristics of integrated power 
source 10 may best be appreciated by reference to Fig. 2. The 
polymer battery 12, the solar cells 18 and 20, and the polymer 
semiconductor circuitry 17 comprising the regulator 26 , the 
indicator 28, charging circuit 30, and applications load 
resistor 32 have previously been discussed in connection with 
the device shown in Pig. 1. Capping the device in direct 
abutting relationship with one side of the solar cells is a 
protective cover 34 transparent to solar radiation and having 
the primary function of protecting the solar cells from 
physical damage. Cover 34 may advantageously incorporate if 
desired an infrared filter in an effort to reduce to a minimum 
heat buildup in the integrated power source caused by infrared 
heating. Supporting the integrated power source 10 and in 
direct abutting relationship with one side of the polymer 
semiconductor circuitry 17 is a base structure material 36. 
The base material adds an optional foundation for supporting 
integrated power source 10 and it has, if desired, such 
optional uses as electrical isolation, electrical grounding, 
and antenna for the stack when required. Base material 36 
equally can be a separate layer or be integrated with the 
layers above it. 

From the description of the invention to this point, it 
will be appreciated that the integrated power source embodying 
the invention results in a self-contained, thin, lightweight, 
modular, easily portable, and renewable source of power with 
diverse application in such fields as telecommunications 
equipment, portable tools, portable PC's, vehicles, crafts, 
spacecraft, consumer electronics and toys. It will be evident 
that no separate enclosure or battery compartment is required 
since the source of electrical current readily is fed to 
polymer battery 12 from solar energy system 15. The 
capacitance, resistors, diodes and other electronic components 
are placed on the polymer substrate, or made part of the 
substrat to implement th charging circuit of battery 12. 
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Alternativ ly, the electronics components layer may be 
implemented by other technol gies such as by adopting chip-on- 
board techniques. That is, interconnections can be expected t 
be traces on the substrate between the solar cells, charging 
circuits and battery 12 for electrical power flow between them. 
Being highly malleable, the integrated power source 10 has the 
ability to be adapted to multiple configurations thus being 
able to take the shape of any desired application housing, it 
thus has the flexibility to be molded across structural members 
like spacecraft tubing, spacecraft (such as side to bottom) 
panels, solar panels, spacecraft linkages, and propellant 
tanks. With prudent utilization, and periodic access to solar 
radiation, power exhaustion in all likelihood should never 
occur. 

Referring now to Pig. 3(a), the integrated power source lo 
is shown applied to a hand-held transceiver, generally 
designated 38, of a conventional cordless telephone system. In 
the side view of transceiver 38 as shown in Fig. 3(a), the 
transceiver incorporates protective cover 34, solar cells 18 
and 20 layered under the cover, and polymer battery 12 not only 
shaped or molded to conform to the design of transceiver 38 but 
completely enveloping the transceiver except, as shown in front 
and back views 3 (b) and 3 (c) , for necessary perforations which 
accommodate an antenna 40, viewing screen 42, and conventional 
push buttons 44. From the foregoing description, it will be 
understood that the mottled areas 12 as they appear in Figs. 
3(a) and 3(b) represent the polymer battery 12 as a flexible 
polymer material that is either n or p-doped functioning either 
as cathode or anode material with the solar cells converting 
photons into charge carriers in the doped polymer material 
which will give rise to an electrical current. The casing of 
transceiver 38, in the example given, thus will be composed of 
the entire integrated power source itself, thereby dispensing 
with any underlying structural frame and disposing entirely of 
battery compartment or enclosure r utinely encountered in 
contemporary and conventional remote communication systems. 
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The advantageous features of the invention described 
hereinabove thus appear in the assembly of a p lymer battery 
which not only provides solar-converted lectrical en rgy to an 
electronic unit but simultaneously serves as the structural 
casing or core of the electronic unit itself. Typical 
conventional interconnecting wires extending between the 
battery, a charging circuit, and a regulating circuit can be 
entirely eliminated since the present invention anticipates 
that polymer semiconductor circuitry 17 will consist of 
integrated circuits, discrete devices, memory devices, which in 
conjunction with the polymer battery powers an application 
load. By integrating a flexible and malleable polymer battery 
as the principal structural shell of a solar-powered electronic 
unit, power should never run out with prudent utilization, 
battery replacement per se becomes a thing of the past, and the 
resulting reduction in weight and volume effect important 
economic savings in application packaging design. 

Considering Fig. 3(d) in detail, an alternative source of 
power to solar radiation is provided by an RF charging cradle 
46 which is connected by means of a conventional power cord 48 
to a 110-120V outlet (not shown) . In operation, therefore, the 
choice exists of charging polymer battery 12 via either the RF 
charging circuitry through inductive coupling of energy from 
the charging cradle 46, noninvasively via coupling coil 31 
which is integrated on the polymer battery, or by current 
output when the solar cells are exposed to solar radiation. 

Turning now to a discussion of Fig. 4, the integrated 
power source 10 of Fig. 1 is laminated onto the structure of an 
automobile 50 for providing continuous power renewal during 
times when the vehicle is under exposure to solar radiation. 

In Fig. 5, the integrated power source is shown applied to 
a lap top electronics unit 52 which incorporates polymer 
battery 12 as the shell or casing, thus eliminating the 
additional bulk of the battery compartment conventionally 
imposed by prior art structural enclosures to supp rt the 
display panel and operating c ntrols. 
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In th device shown in Fig. 6, a sun shield panel 60 is 
shown m unted on the rear window 62 of a vehicle 64. The 
polymer battery 12, solar cells 18-20, and vari us charging 
circuits are represented by the mottled area shown covering th 
window 62. Through the use of an integrated wireless 
transmitter and light emitting diodes (not shown) the panel 60 
may provide emergency communication wireless calls for 
assistance and also a lighted display of messages in darkness 
and thereby transmit customized electronic distress signals 
regardless of lighting conditions. For this to occur, it will 
be appreciated that the panel will absorb light energy during 
the day to charge up the panel battery which can provide pow r 
during extended periods of darkness. 

Considering now Fig. 7, the integrated power source 10 of 
Fig. l is applied to cover the roof 66 of a building 68 such as 
a dwelling, factory or the like. The integrated power sourc 
10, of course, as shown in the inset, includes cover 34, solar 
cells 18-20, polymer battery 12, the polymer semiconductor 
circuitry 17, all mounted on the base structure material 
provided by the building 68. The roof top design, with proper 
industrial sizing and planning, anticipates obviating the ne d 
for a utility company power hook up in remote areas. Other 
benefits of the roof top incorporation of the integrated power 
source of the present invention include its use as an auxiliary 
power source for energy saving. 

In the application of the invention embodiment shown in 
Fig. 8, signs 72 and 74 are supported by a roadside support 76 
having posts 78 and 80 anchored to the ground and are equipped 
to deliver commandable electronic directional and or highway- 
related messages to vehicles passing in the vicinity of the 
signs. Rather than illuminate the signs during darkness by 
conventional means such as alternating current or standby 
emergency battery power, signs 72 and 74 both incorporate the 
integrated power source 10 described earlier in connection with 
Figs. 4-7. Accordingly, it will be understood from an 
examination of Fig. 9 that each sign 72 and 74 has a 
construction which n t only is in accordance with the 



WO 97/39491 



PCT/US96/1G822 



10 

invention, but has been described in detail in connection with 
the operation given for th embodiment shown in Fig. 2. Also, 
the integrated power sourc can be utilized to power remotely 
placed sensor and communications equipment in support of future 
intelligent highways. 

The integrated power source of the present invention can 
also be designed to operate with a memory storage devices made 
up of optional dynamic random access memory (DRAM) and static 
random access memory (SRAM) that can be programmed for long 
term data retention which results in nonvolatility of the 
stored data. In addition to the two methods for charging the 
battery 12 described hereinabove, the present invention offers 
a third method utilizing a manually operated electrical 
generating charging device under emergency conditions such as 
might be encountered by prolonged periods of darkness or the 
absence of conventional wall outlet power. An integrated power 
source containing these features is shown in the block diagram 
of Fig. 10. 

As shown in Fig. 10, a rechargeable battery 81 of the 
polymer type hereinabove described is under the control of a 
micro-controller generally designated 82 which contains 
conventional battery charging, discharging, and regulating 
circuits to accommodate a range of voltage outputs whose 
selection is based on the voltage demands of the system. 
Optionally, but not shown, micro-controller 82 may in addition 
contain circuitry well known in the art for protecting battery 
81 against the damage from inadvertent reverse polarity. That 
is, the reverse polarity circuit may consist of semiconductors 
such as diodes which prevent damage to the circuit when the 
rechargeable battery is inadvertently connected in such a way 
that the positive and negative terminals are interchanged. 
Application electronics 84 may be considered to be the 
equivalent of the polymer semi-conductor circuitry 17 described 
in connection with the several applications shown in Figs. 4-9. 
Likewise, battery charge state display 86 is the quival nt of 
th batt ry life indicat r 28 shown in Fig. 1 and the solar 
cells 88 and induction charger 90 have also been described in 
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depth in connection with Figs. 1 and 3, respectively. 
Selection of the source f the current to be deliver d to 
batt ry 81 is under the control of aut select charging unit 92 
having a third input from miniature generator 94. Auto select 
charging unit 92 may be internally configured to accept 
electrical current for charging battery 81 from any one of the 
three sources, or from all three simultaneously. Generator 94 
may assume various forms well known to those skilled in the art 
but, in the embodiment shown in Fig. 10, one form of miniature 
generator can be a hand-held generator that consists of a 
motor, a gear assembly, a flywheel, a one-way clutch and an 
input motion trigger. Movement of the input trigger will 
generate an amplified circular motion of the motor shaft 
through the gear assembly. When the motor shaft turns, it will 
generate a magnetic field through the motor coils. This 
magnetic field will then provide a potential voltage and 
current at the motor terminals that can be used for charging of 
the battery. The input motion can be a linear or a circular 
motion. A DRAMS/ S RAMS memory module 96 optionally may be 
connected to battery 81 to store in digital form data 
concerning various operational characteristics of battery 81. 
Operational characteristics of the applications circuitry and 
data gathered from the applications circuit can also be stored 
in the non-volatile memory. 

Fig. 11 shows another and somewhat more extensive 
arrangement of the integrated power source of the present 
invention which offers greater resistance to mechanical impact 
and protects against abrupt changes in atmospheric pressure. 
Referring now to Fig. 11, the integrated power source is made 
up of multiple layers of laminations arranged in a 
predetermined order inside to outside beginning with a battery 
charge state display 98 and ending with a protective 
transparent cover 100. Next of the electronic components in 
the order shown between the two outer laminations are optional 
DRAMS /SRAMS memory modul 102, r charg able battery 104, 
battery electronics 106, and an array of solar cells 108. 
Sandwich d between the solar cells 108 and battery electronics 
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106, between battery electr nics 106 and battery 104 , between 
battery 104 and optional DRAMS /SRAMS memory nodule 102, and 
between optimal DRAMS /SRAMS memory module 102 and battery 
charge state display 98 are layers of structural composite 110. 
The presence of the structural composite layers 110 contributes 
to the overall rigidity of the integrated power source thus 
making it less vulnerable to mechanical impact and sudden 
pressure decompression especially in those applications where 
the integrated power source serves as the housing structure of 
an operational device. It will be appreciated, of course, that 
the number of the composite layers 110 may be reduced, or the 
number kept the same and their thickness made a matter of 
adjustment, until the optimum value of structural rigidity of 
the integrated power source has been attained. 

It will be understood that the invention is not limited to 
the embodiments described above, it being apparent to those 
skilled in the art that various changes and modifications can 
be made without departing from the spirit of the invention or 
the scope of the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. An int grat d power source comprising: 

a thin film rechargeable battery, and 

energy conversion means connected to said battery for 
delivering electrical energy to said battery. 

2. An integrated power source according to claim 1, 
wherein said energy conversion means comprises an array of 
solar cells. 

3. An integrated power source according to claim 1, 
wherein said energy conversion means is a RF charging unit. 

4. An integrated power source comprising: 

a thin film polymer battery, and 

energy conversion means connected to said battery for 
delivering electrical energy to said battery. 

5. An integrated power source according to claim 4, 
wherein said energy conversion means comprises an array of 
solar cells. 

6. An integrated power source according to claim 4, 
wherein said energy conversion means is an RF charging unit. 
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7. An integrated power source comprising from inside outside 
a. a base structure material; 



b. semiconductor circuitry for implementing power 
management functions; 

c. a polymer battery composed of an ionically 
conducting gel polymer electrode doped on one 
surface with a polymeric anode and doped on its 
opposing surface with a polymeric cathode; 



d. solar energy conversion means for delivering 
electrical current to said battery; and 



e. a cover protecting said energy conversion means 
transparent to solar radiation. 



8. An integrated power source according to claim 7, 
wherein apart from said base structure material said inside to 
outside composition is highly malleable for adaptation to 
multiple structural configurations. 

9. An integrated power source according to claim 7, 
wherein said semiconductor circuitry includes a RF charging 
circuit, means for regulating the charge delivered to said 
battery, and means for indicating the life status of said 
battery . 

10. An integrated power source according to claim 7, 
wherein said energy conversion means comprises an array of 
solar cells. 
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11. A power source integrally formed on a base material 
having a particular physical configuration and comprising from 
inside to outsid : 

a. a layer of semiconductor circuitry mounted on said 
base material for implementing power management 
functions; 

b. a polymer battery composed of an ionically conducting 
gel polymer electrode doped on one surface doped with 
a polymeric anode and doped on its opposing surface 
with a polymeric cathode; 

c. solar energy conversion means for delivering 
electrical current to said battery; and 

d. a transparent cover protecting said energy conversi n 
means . 

12. A power source according to claim 11, wherein said 
semiconductor circuitry includes a RF charging circuit, means 
for regulating the charge delivered to said battery, and means 
for indicating the life status of said battery. 

13. A power source according to claim 11, wherein said 
solar energy conversion means comprises an array of solar 
cells. 

14. A power source according to claim 11, wherein said 
inside to outside composition is highly malleable for 
adaptation to the physical configuration of said base material. 

15. A power source according to claim 11, wherein said 
base material comprises the housing of a hand-held transceiver. 

16. A power source according to claim 11, wherein said 
base material comprises the shell of a passenger vehicle. 

17. A power source acc rding to claim 11, wherein said 
base material comprises the case of a lap top electronic unit. 
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18. A power source according to claim 11, wherein said 
base mat rial comprises the rear window of a passenger vehicle. 

19. A power sourc according to claim 11, wherein said 
base material comprises the roof of a building. 

20. A power source according to claim 11, wherein said 
base material comprises a roadside sign or components of the 
intelligent highway. 

21. An integrated power source comprising laminations 
arranged from inside to outside: 

a. semiconductor circuitry for implementing power 
management functions; 

b. a polymer battery; 

c. solar energy conversion means for delivering 
electrical current to said battery; 

d. a transparent cover protecting said solar energy 
means ; and * 

e. a base structure material having a particular 
structural configuration; said layer of 
semiconductor circuitry being bonded to the body 
of said base structure material whereby the 
composite laminations of said semiconductor 
circuitry, battery, and conversion means assume 
the conf iguration of said base material. 

22. An integrated power source of claim 21, wherein said 
solar energy conversion means comprises an array of solar 
cells. 
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23. An integrated power source having layers of 
laminations arranged in the following order and comprising: 

a battery charge state display; 

a DRAMS/ SRAM S memory module; 

a rechargeable battery; 

battery electronics ; 

solar cells; 

a cover for protecting said solar cells; 

and a structural composite sandwiched between said 
solar cells and battery electronics, between said 
battery electronics and said rechargeable battery, 
between said rechargeable battery and said memory 
module, and between said memory module and said 
battery charge state display* 

24. An integrated power source according to claim 1, 
wherein said battery is a thin film polymer battery. 
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25. An integrated power source comprising: 
a r chargeable battery; 

micro-controller means for regulating the electric 
current flow to said battery; 

a plurality of sources of electrical current; 

a selection unit connected between said micro- 
controller means and said plurality of sources of 
electrical current for selecting one of said sources 
of electrical current; and 

means connected to said micro-controller means for 
indicating the charge state of said battery. 

26. An integrated power source according to claim 25 
including memory module means for storing in digital format 
data concerning various operational characteristics of said 
battery . 

27. An integrated power source according to claim 25, 
wherein said battery is a thin film polymer battery. 

28. An integrated power source according to claim 25 , 
wherein one of said sources of electrical current is a hand- 
held generator. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 4 November 1996 (04, 11 .96); 
original claims 4, 7, 11 and 21 amended; original claims 1-3 cancelled; 
remaining claims unchanged (4 pages)] 



4. An integrated power source comprising: 



an all polymer battery, and 



energy conversion means connected to said battery for 
delivering electrical energy to said battery. 
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7. An integrated power source conprising: 



a. a bas structure material; 

b. semiconductor circuitry for implementing power 
management functions; 

c* an all polymer battery composed of an ionically 
conducting gel polymer electrode doped on one 
surface with a polymeric anode and doped on its 
opposing surface with a polymeric cathode; 

d. solar energy conversion means for delivering 
electrical current to said battery; and 

e. a cover protecting said energy conversion means 
transparent to solar radiation. 
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11. A power source integrally form d on a base material 
having a particular physical configuration comprising: 

a. a layer of semiconductor circuitry mounted on said 
base material for implementing power management 
functions ; 

b. an all polymer battery composed of an ionically 
conducting gel polymer electrode doped on one surface 
with a polymeric anode and doped on its opposing 
surface with a polymeric cathode; 

c. solar energy conversion means for delivering 
electrical current to said battery; and 

d. a transparent cover protecting said energy conversion 
means • 
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21. An int grated power source comprising: 

a. semiconductor circuitry for implementing power 
management functions; 

b. an all polymer battery; 

c. solar energy conversion means for delivering 
electrical current to said battery; 

d. a transparent cover protecting said solar energy 
means ; and 

e. a base structure material having a particular 
structural configuration; said layer of 
semiconductor circuitry being bonded to the body 
of said base structure material whereby the 
composite laminations of said semiconductor 
circuitry, battery, and conversion means assume 
the configuration of said base material. 
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STATEMENT UNDER ARTICLE 19 m 

In resp nse to the Internati nal Search Report dated 
August 26, 1996 r please amend the above-identified applicati n 
as follows: 
In the claims? 

Cancel claims 1, 2 and 3. 

Claim 4, line 2, delete "a thin film" and substitute 
therefor — an all — . 

Claim 7 (amended) . An integrated power source comprising 
[from inside outside}: 

a, a base structure material; 



b. semiconductor circuitry for implementing power 
management functions; 

c an all polymer battery composed of an ionically 
conducting gel polymer electrode doped on one 
surface with a polymeric anode and doped on its 
opposing surface with a polymeric cathode; 

d. solar energy conversion means for delivering 
electrical current to said battery; and 

e. a cover protecting said energy conversion means 
transparent to solar radiation. 



Claim 11 (amended) • A power source integrally formed on a 
base material having a particular physical configuration [and] 
comprising [from inside to outside]: 

a. a layer of semiconductor circuitry mounted on said 
base material for implementing power management 
functions; 

b. an all polymer battery composed of an ionically 
conducting gel polymer el ctrode doped on one surface 
with a polymeric anode and doped on its opposing 
surface with a polymeric cathode; 
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c. solar en rgy conversi n means for delivering 
electrical current to said batt ry; and 

d. a transparent cover protecting said energy conversion 
means. 

Claim 21 (amended) . An integrated power source comprising 
[laminations arranged from inside to outside]: 

a. semiconductor circuitry for implementing power 
management functions; 

b. an all polymer battery; 

c. solar energy conversion means for delivering 
electrical current to said battery; 

d. a transparent cover protecting said solar energy 
means; and 

e. a base structure material naving a particular 
structural configuration; said layer of 
semiconductor circuitry being bonded to the body 
of said base structure material whereby the 
composite laminations of said semiconductor 
circuitry, battery, and conversion means assume 
the configuration of said base material. 
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